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Charlie Brown 
Submitted by Don Hirt 

Minutes of 

Last Meeting 

Regular meeting of ARF R/C Flying 

Club 05/10/08. 
 

 
_______________________________ 

Due to club officers being unavailable the 

May meeting was not held. 

 

 

Snopes says this is true: 

Charlie Brown was a B-17 Flying For-
tress pilot with the 379th Bomber Group 

at Kimbolton, England. His B-17 was 

called 'Ye Old Pub' and was in a terrible 

state, having been hit by flak and fight-
ers. The compass was damaged and 

they were flying deeper over enemy ter-

ritory instead of heading home to Kim-

bolton.  
 

After flying over an enemy airfield, a 

pilot named Franz Stigler was ordered to 

take off and shoot down the B-17. When 
he got near the B-17, he could not be-

lieve his eyes. In his words, he 'had 

never seen a plane in such a bad state'. 

The tail and rear section was severely 

damaged, and the tail gunner wounded. 
The top gunner was all over the top of 

the fuselage. The nose was smashed 

and there were holes everywhere.  

 
Despite having ammunition, Franz flew 

to the side of the B-17 and looked at 

Charlie Brown, the pilot. Brown was 

scared and struggling to control his 
damaged and blood-stained plane.  

 

Aware that they had no idea where they 

were going, Franz waved at Charlie to 

turn 180 degrees. Franz escorted and 
guided the stricken plane to and slightly 

over the North Sea towards England. He 

then saluted Charlie Brown and turned 

away, back to Europe.  
 

When Franz landed he told the c/o that 

the plane had been shot down over the 

sea, and never told the truth to any-
body. Charlie Brown and the remains of 

his crew told all at their briefing, but 

were ordered never to talk about it.  

 
More than 40 years later, Charlie Brown  

________________________ 

wanted to find the Luftwaffe pilot who 
saved the crew. After years of re-

search, Franz was found. He had 
never talked about the incident, not 

even at post-war reunions.  

 

They met in the USA at a 379th 

Bomber Group reunion, together with 
5 people who are alive now — all be-

cause Franz never fired his guns that 

day.  

 
Research shows that Charlie Brown 

lived in Seattle and Franz Stigler had 

moved to Vancouver, BC after the 

war. When they finally met, they dis-
covered they had lived less than 200 

miles apart for the past 50 years!!  

 

 
 



On the Road 

Again 

 

By Larry Hultman 

Frank O’Neill, Mike Miles and Eddie De Sha and their 

wives attended the Orange fly-in. They reported that 

they had 35 pilots, lunch was OK and they had a day of 

fun. 

Fly-In to Attend 

Bomber Field is this coming weekend (6,7,8 of June). 

The convoy is heading out Thursday 12:00 noon. From 

what I’ve heard today there are already 15 pilots there 

and its only Sunday the week before. Man, it looks like a 

good turn out again. 

I hope to see ya’ll there. Be sure to wear your colors to 

get into the pits. For more info call Larry at 329-1007. 

Bring your lawn chair, we will have a shaded area to sit 

in. 

Upcoming Area Events 

JUN 07-08--Monaville, TX (C) Warbird Fly-In. Site: 

Bomber Field. Events: Sponsor: Bomber Field, Inc. 

#2307. CD: Nick Stratos, 10003 Rocky Hollow, La-

Porte, TX 77571. Phone: 713-857-4108(day) 281-471-

6762(eve) E-Mail: nls@houston.rr.com WebSite: 

www.bomberfieldusa.comAny size warbird, any coun-

try. $20 landing fee.  

JUN 21-22--Kingsbury, TX (C) (WWI) Dawn Patrol 

Rally. Site: Old Kingsbury Aerodrome. Events: Spon-

sor: Tri-City Flyers #0850. CD: Dean Lukover, 1810 

Flintbed Road, San Antonio, TX 78232. Phone: 210-

494-4619(day) 210-495-4619(eve) E-Mail: 

lukoverd@sbcglobal.net WebSite: 

www.tricityflyers.comAny aircraft up to 1922. Large 

grass runway. Lunch for one day included with $20 

registration. Bring your own canopy. Overnight camp-

ing OK but no hook-ups. Flying Saturday 9a.m. to 

4p.m., Sunday 9a.m. to 2p.m. Registration opens 8a.m. 

both days. Win a flight in a full sized bi-plane. 

JUL 19--Livingston, TX (C) Class C Summer Fun-

Fly. Site: Elwood Field GPS: 30.78025, -94.9635361. 

Sponsor: ARF R/C Club #4093. CD: Mike Muehr, 143 

Gwendlyn, Livingston, TX 77351. Phone: 936-967-

0487(day) 936-967-0487(eve) E-Mail: 

jayp266@livingston.net 8th Annual Class C Fun-Fly 

benefiting the Livingston food bank. $10 landing fee, 

plus a donation of non-perishable food to the 

Livingston food bank. Free catfish lunch with all the 

fix'ins to all registered pilots. 

 

Let’s talk batteries 

Well, I took a loss last weekend. I lost my ¼ scale Mus-

tang (on its maiden flight) to a 4.8 “NiMH” battery 

pack. The engine ignition battery. 

Come to find out after the crash that I had a “Nickel-

Metal Hydride” battery for a power source for the igni-

tion. But at the time I didn’t know it was a Hydride.  

You can’t charge with a quick charge source on a Hy-

dride battery. This kind of battery will short a cell when 

quick charging (several charges later) 

So remember to charge “NiMH” batteries for long term 

but NICAD Nickel-Cadmium can be quick charged sev-

eral times over. 

The LiPO pack I don’t know much about their charging , 

but I’m sure there is some down side to it. I’ll report on 

this issue later after some research. 

 

Talk to you next month 

Larry 

 

The Doctors Report 
By Larry Hultman 

Eddie checking out the giant Ultimate at the Orange 

Fly-in. 
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June 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 Randall Currie 

Louis Sims 

Jimmy Ruble 

7 

8 9 10 11 

 

Don Hirt 

Larry Hultman 
14 

Meeting 

15 16 17 18 Frank O’Neill 

Jim Tayler 

Mike Muehr 

21 

22 23 24 25 Lloyd Parrisher 

Don Ellsworth 

Eddie De Sha 

28 

29 30   Randall Currie 

Louis Sims 

Jimmy Ruble 

 

      

July 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

 

Randall Currie 

Louis Sims 

Jimmy Ruble 

5 

6 7 8 9 Don Hirt 

Larry Hultman 
12 

Meeting 

13 14 15 16 Frank O’Neill 

Jim Tayler 

Mike Muehr 

19 

20 21 22 23 Lloyd Parrisher 

Don Ellsworth 

Eddie De Sha 

26 

27 28 29 30 Randall Currie 

Louis Sims 

Jimmy Ruble 

 

        

Get together with your group and set up a time to mow either on Thursday or Friday. 

Don’t forget to check the oil level and tire pressure. 

Don’t forget to clean the mower deck when finished. 

Please remember to clean the restroom before you leave. 

Please report any mower problems to Frank O’Neill or Mike Muehr. 


